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NEWSLETTER 

NOVEMBER  1  

“Remembering the Saints”  
Ginny Finnel  

“This traditional service provides an oppor-
tunity to honor deceased members, friends 
and family. Everyone is invited to share 
memories and stories about those now 
departed who enriched our lives while they 
walked among us. We honor them and 
inspire each other by sharing what they 
taught us. If you wish, bring a photograph 
or other commemorative item . 

NOVEMBER  8  

“Bringing a Play to Life ”  
Matthew Schliesman  

Local writer Matthew Schliesman will 
share the 30-year journey of his play 
BIRCH HOLLOW, which is having its 
world-premiere production at the Capitol 
Civic Centre November 12-14, presented 
by The Masquers.  BIRCH HOLLOW is the 
cozy and colorful story of five generations 
of a quirky, down-to-earth American farm 
family all living under one roof.  BIRCH 
HOLLOW is located somewhere on the 
road between “Walton’s Mountain” and 
“Green Acres,” and this placement an-
chors the play through some tumultuous 
family changes.  Significant for this 
presentation, BIRCH HOLLOW also 
reaches into the infinite possibilities of the 
the Great Beyond, and the relationship 
between those on this side of life and 
those on the other side.   

NOVEMBER  1 5  

“Meeting the Buddha” 

Cynthia Johnson 

“The religious imagination is a wonderful 
companion for daily living.  Imagine my 
shock when I had a startling twinned Bud-
dha encounter at 10,700 feet in China—
and they sorta keep on happening.  I can 
hardly believe it myself.” 

Cynthia Johnson, a retired Unitarian Uni-
versalist minister who served UU congre-
gations in Texas and Oklahoma, joined 
UUFDC in 2000 when she and Al moved 
to Door County. Cynthia is active as an 
artist and a poet. She enjoys family and 
friends, nature, travel, and reading and 
writing.  This is the first time she’s spoken 
for us. 
 

NOVEMBER  22  

“My Life as an American-Hmong”   
See May Yang 

 See May has lived in Manitowoc for the 
past 18 years and has worked for CESA7 
Head Start as a Family Advocate for ten 
years.    She will speak about her life as a 
American-Hmong, as opposed to a 
Hmong-American, and about Hmong cul-
ture and her work with families through 
the Head Start Program. She was born in 
the U.S., has been married for 17 years 
and has five  

NOVEMBER  29  

TBA  
Arthur Thexton 

Arthur is a regular speaker for us—now 
his sermons take two notebooks in our 
library!  He was a “cradle Unitarian,” an 
unusual UU. He went to seminary, then 
law school.  He brings an interesting per-
spective. 

 

Don’t forget “Soup Sunday”  
the last Sunday of each month 

And 

 Collection for 

 

 

TREP 

http://www.lakeshoreuufellowship.org/
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 Building Maintenance 

The board will look into the 
possibility of hiring an ad hoc 
handyman to take care of 
some small maintenance pro-
jects that we may not be able 
to take care of during our semi
-annual fellowship clean-up 
days.  
 

Hiring Policies  

The Policy Review Committee 
presented a second draft of 
the Safe  Fellowship prac-
tices and hiring procedures for 
board review.  The committee 
will revise this draft and bring 
it to the November board 
meeting for final approval . 

 

 

 

LAKESHORE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST (LUUF) LAY MINISTRY 

Theologically, LUUF Lay Ministers are as diverse as Unitarian Universalist – among our Lay Ministry you will 
find a variety of spiritual perspectives and beliefs about the sacred.  

LUUF Lay Minsters are committed to serving all Fellowship members and friends, with the utmost of compas-
sion and discretion.  If you’re in need of a good listener, connection, support and/or resources inside, or out-
side our Fellowship, in times of illness, or another of life’s challenges, or to officiate at dedications, weddings, 
or funerals, please don’t hesitate to contact any of the following LUUF Lay Ministers: 

    Linda Hunter  huntel@comcast.net or  Jim Sustman jim_sustman@yahoo.com 

Board Liaisons to  
Fellowship Committees 

Board members will act as liai-
sons to the following Fellowship 
committees to ensure good 
communication between mem-
bers, committees, and the 
board: 

Dick Urban - Facilities 

Kathy Bernhart - Service Plan-
ning, Environment, and Public 
Relations 

Jim Everett - Membership and 
Outreach and Social Justice 

Cecilia Held - Garden and Adult 
Activities 

Sandy Bast - Children's Enrich-
ment Program 

Kathie Fishbeck - Other Fellow-
ship responsibilities 

 
 

Notes from the August 2015 

LUUF Board meeting 
 

The following issues were dis-
cussed at the October, 2015 
board meeting: 

Fall Clean up 

We will hold the annual Fall 
Clean-up of the inside and out-
side of the Fellowship on No-
vember 7th from 10 am - noon 
with November 14th as a rain 
date.  All members and friends 
are encouraged to join togeth-
er for this project  

 

The next Board Meeting will be held on Wednesday,  November 18, at 7:30pm, following choir practice.   As always, if you have 
any issues you would like addressed or would like to attend a meeting,  please let a member of the board know.  All are welcome to 
attend board meetings. In the spirit of transparency— Minutes of past board meetings are filed in the library.  
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UUA’s "Tapestry of Faith — Exploring Our Spiritual Lives”  
Don't forget Daylight Savings Time ends this Sun-
day.  And our ongoing Tapestry of Faith for Adults reli-
gious education program will meet at 9:00. The workshop 
this week is "Blow in the Wind, Rise in the Sea: Nature 
and Spirit."  All are welcome.    
 

A comprehensive, multi-dimensional spiritual growth and 

learning program designed "to nurture the Unitarian Uni-
versalist identity, spiritual growth, a transforming faith and 
vital communities of justice and love."   

 

The Adult Activities Committee has selected the second program, "Getting Started -- Exploring Our 
Spiritual Lives” in Tapestry’s  introductory series to introduce UUA’s Tapestry of Faith to our mem-
bership. This workshop welcomes UUs of all spiritual and theological persuasions and invites us     
to explore our personal definition of spirituality and to discuss the spiritual aspects of   our lives to-
day. 
 
 Homework alert!  There will be downloadable readings between sessions!  Hard         copies will 
also be available.  All are welcome to attend any one, combination or all of the sessions.   

 

The Adult Activities Committee is trying out a different, more inclusive meeting time for this new pro-
gram.  We will meet for Tapestry of Faith from 9:00 to 9:45 am on Sundays, prior to Services on:  

 
November 1st 

 
November 15th 

 

 
The Tapestry of Faith for Adults is a spiritual growth program developed over several years 
by the UUA and can be found at UUA.org/Tapestry.  This activity is sponsored and facilitat-
ed by the Fellowship’s Adult Activities Committee.    

 

If you were unable to attend the first workshop, the following page allows you to participate 
and grow spiritually.  You need not attend all workshops in this program, come when it fits 
your schedule and mood.  

http://uua.org/Tapestry


4 

 

 

LUUF NEWSLETTER                            NOVEMBER   2015  

 

CHILDREN’S 
   

 ENRICHMENT 
 

 PROGRAM 

 

 

Calling All Children 
The Children’s Religious Education Program 

 

Sunday, September 13, 2015  
Through  

Sunday, November 22, 2015. 

The 2015 fall sessions will be using the  
Unitarian Universalist’s  

“Morals Tales Program”.   

Each session will be based one of the UU principle’s  
and will include a story and a short project. 

The program is open to all children ages 4—10 years 
of age.   Infant and toddler care will all be provided.  

 

The program is being led by Jill Finnel with assistance 
from Claudia Dunn, Ginny Finnel & Sandy Bast.  

 

The Religious Education committee is also looking  
for additional LUUF Members or Friends to  

participate in helping to plan for the future of the 
children’s religious education program.    

Please contact Sandy Bast if you would like to help.  
 

Thank you. 

Sunday Evening  

Meditation 

6:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Morning 

9:00am  

Susan Phillips, lifelong Buddhist        
student and experienced teacher, pro-

vides valuable instruction in both 
the practice and philosophy of this an-
cient wisdom path.  Sitting, meditative 

walking, and discussion are part of 
each week's Thursday gathering. 

Adult Activities Committee planning 

meeting scheduled for Nov 8.   

\Look for Holiday activities                

coming soon!  
 

Have a suggestion for an activity, 

outing, or enrichment program,  

contact Jean Biegan, or attend the 

planning meeting.   

Sharon & Nissa Enos recently visited our friends 

Bill and Erica in S. Africa.  Erica & Bill will be 

returning home to LUUF soon, after a long time 

away.  We all look forward to welcoming them 

back and sharing in their lives and adventures.  



5 

 

 

LUUF NEWSLETTER                            NOVEMBER   2015  

Have Returning Wolves Really Saved Yellowstone? 
 Researchers concerned that not all damage done to the park’s complex ecosystems is reversible 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Judi Northen, Chair 

GLOBE Environment Committee 

judinorthen@gmail.com 
 
“Respect For The Interdependent Web Of Existence Of Which We Are A Part”.  We have all read and heard this numerous 

times.  But how many of us have really stopped to think about the real meaning of our Seventh Principle?   
 

Although The UUA website points out that this Principle does refer to facets of Unitarian Universalism other than the envi-

ronment, in this article I’d like to focus on one issue that points very clearly to the interdependent web of life in a particu-

lar ecosystem:  Yellowstone National Park.   
 

Many of us have deep affinities for wolves, deplore the wanton killing of these beautiful animals largely by sportsmen and 

local ranchers, and welcome the news of their return to the protection of the Endangered Species List, thus enabling Park 

re-introduction programs to proceed. 
 

However during the decades that wolves did not exist in the Park there was extensive harm done to the ecosystem there 

that reached far beyond the absence of the wolves themselves. 
 

Focusing on just one area of the Park, Elk Creek, this is what happened:  In the wolves’ absence elk herds expanded, re-

sulting in plants such as willow and aspen—important components for beaver survival—being heavily browsed in winter.  

The decline of these plants drove the beaver away which over time resulted in erosion of the creek into a steep-banked 

gully, lowering the water table. A wet meadow became a dry valley, inhospitable to plants like willow, even after wolves 

returned and elk numbers fell.  
 

So, would the return of the wolf and the beaver be the solution?  Unfortunately it’s not that simple, biologists say.  Accord-

ing to a December, 2014 article in High Country News, Doug Smith, the head of Yellowstone’s wolf reintroduction pro-

gram and the park’s main beaver biologist says:  “Until there’s enough willow that the beavers can come back, it’s going 

to be stuck,” he says. “So the question is, what’s it going to take for the engineers (beavers) to come back?”  After further 

study Doug came to the sad conclusion: “This (the Elk Creek region) has changed to a site that can’t go back…There’s no 

water.”  To me that statement has a loud and ominous prophetic ring, reaching well beyond Yellowstone to affect the en-

tire planet and every living thing on it. 
 

So it now comes into question whether the re-introduction of wolves is a viable solution for any of Yellowstone’s damaged 

ecosystems, and if not, where does the solution lie? 
 

Part of the answer can be found 9 miles west in the Black Tail Deer Creek area.  Quoting from the afore-mentioned High 

Country News article:   “(Black Tail Deer Creek) is a shining example for wolf champions. Slightly bigger than Elk Creek, 

it’s hidden in a forest of willows, which sway in the breeze like seaweed in the tide.”  Once the predators returned, Black-

tail Deer’s willows—which had before looked much like those in Elk Creek—experienced a growth spurt; within 6 years 

the tallest willows had grown roughly six feet. As these tallest plants grew, the number (browsed) by animals -- fell from 

100 percent to 55 percent or less.  Now, beaver have begun to show intentions of returning to this area.  Robert Beschta, 

an Oregon State University hydrologist, states “Come back in 15 years and ask the question, ‘Where are the beaver?’ and 

I bet you they’re going to be everywhere.” 
 

So the conclusion is neither totally rosy nor totally bleak.   Researchers are still trying to puzzle out why damage in one 

area could be reversed while another is destroyed forever.   
 

The Park’s story is a small but significant example illustrating the repercussions of upsetting the delicate balance—

damaging that essential Web—and thus ultimately affecting all of Nature.   
 

Much of the hope that remains for our own species lies in the concept that our Seventh Principle is more than just words 

on paper.  The Web exists and we, along with the willows, the beaver, their waterways, the wolves of Yellowstone Nation-

al Park and all of Nature, live and breathe within it every moment of every day.  

  

I would welcome comments and questions; my contact information provided above.  Judi 
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 Two Rivers Mishicot Ecumenical Pantry  
Celebrating 27 years of service to the Mishicot and Two Rivers area 

Don’t forget our food collection!  Ron provided 

canvas bags for donation of can goods to TREP 

Take one home, fill it up and bring it back to the  

Fellowship the following Sunday.   

 

 

 

 

 

The upcoming scheduled weeks are: 

November 15 - November 22 

January 10 - Jan 17 

February 28 - March 6 

Mark your calendar if you’d like to volunteer!  

Thank you to all LUUF volunteers  

 

 

 

 

“Sunflowers Inspired by Vincent” 

Bonnita Budysz 

Thank you to June Schulz, for making 

this collaboration possible.   
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MISHICOT HIGH SCHOOL’s production of An-
nie will feature LUUF childcare  provider, Jill 
Finnel, in the title role. 

Tickets will be available at the door for the 
shows at 7:00 pm on November 6 and 7th and 
2:00 pm on November 8th.   

November Programs 
Birding with Bernie 

Saturday, November 7th from 9am-12pm  

FREE - donations are appreciated 

Relax and enjoy the new bird viewing area, Chickadee Landing, inside the Nature Center.  
Join seasoned birder Bernie Brouchoud and identify and observe the birds as they  

come to the feeders. Stop in anytime between 9:00am and Noon. 

The Wonder of It All: High Altitude Trekking and  

Mountaineering, When You are Past Fifty! 

Wednesday, November 11th from 6-8pm  

FREE - donations are appreciated  

Award winning author Ed Abell will take you along on his journeys to: Mt. Fuji, Mt. Kilimanjaro, Mt. 
Adams (Mountaineering school), Mt. Everest Base Camp (with a climbing expedition, and his fa-
ther's ashes), across the Grand Canyon, and a Class 3 scramble up one of Colorado's 14ers (Mt. 

Sneffels). His presentation includes: route maps, photographs, some climbing gear, hopefully, a few 
laughs, and no questions left unanswered, well mostly. Copies of his book, My Father's Keep: A 

Journey of Forgiveness through the Himalaya, will be for sale. Registration appreciated by Novem-
ber 9th.  

Sponsored by the Dominion Foundation. 

For additional offerings, visit their website calendar at: 

 http://www.woodlanddunes.org/upcoming-events/ 

http://www.woodlanddunes.org/upcoming-events/
http://www.woodlanddunes.org/upcoming-events/
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There’s still time to see Laurie Hall’s  “Reeling” 

Through November 6th, at UW—Manitowoc  

Susan Phillips  -   TAI CHI 

for body, mind & spirit 
 

Tues. 6:00—7:00 

 starting Nov. 10 

for 6 weeks 

 

 

 

 

Lakeshore Tae Kwon Do 

823B Jay Street 

with Susan Phillips 

7-Week Course Beginning Monday, November 30 6:15-7:30 PM 

Lester Public Library 

For more information, visit their website at: 

http://www.lesterlibrary.org/programs-classes/adult-programs/antique-appraisals/ 

http://www.lesterlibrary.org/programs-classes/adult-programs/antique-appraisals/
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Lakeshore Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

620 Park Street                                                         

Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220 

  

L A K E  S H O R E  U N I T A R I A N  U N I V E R S A L I S T  M I S S I O N  
  

    As a welcoming and accepting, diverse and inquiring spiritual fellowship, 

     We unite to create a community which stimulates a free exchange and 

     Exploration of ideas, foster spiritual and intellectual growth, and 

     serves as a base for active outreach to benefit the world around us. 
    

   
AS UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS, WE AFFIRM AND PROMOTE THESE PRINCIPLES  

 

 The inherent worth and dignity of every person 

      Justice, equality and compassion in human relationships 

      Acceptance of one another and encouragement to spiritual growth in our congregations 

      A free and responsible search for truth and meaning 

      The right of conscience and the use of the democratic process 

      The goal of world community with peace, liberty and justice for all 

       Respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part 

                        

                 PEACE TO ALL   

  


